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stance, the prohibition of usury concerning the six articles,
namely, gold, silver, corn, barley, dates, and raisins. Now,
if it can be found that the specific cause (fillah) of the
prohibition is a certain feature of these articles, say, their
being measured by weight, then all other articles measured
by weight would also be covered by the prohibition. Such
an inquiry into the " effective " causes of the divine pre-
scriptions is called by the doctors ta'lll al-usul There have
been different views concerning the legitimacy of such a
procedure.

One view is that the divine prescriptions do not possess
an " effective" cause except when there .is evidence to that
effect. The people who hold this view argue that the de-
termination of the cause of a divine prescription is like
the use of the metaphorical meaning of a word, instead of
its proper meaning, but that is allowed only upon evidence.
Besides, if each attribute (wasf) were taken as a separate
cause, what one attribute included another would exclude,
and if all the attributes together were taken as one cause,
they would be combined only in the original case (mansus-
'alayh}, thus barring the use of qiyas. On the contrary, if
one of the attributes is set down as the causal one, it in-
volves doubt, since some other one may have been the cause.
For instance, if every one of the qualities possessed by the
six articles above mentioned is considered as a separate
cause of the prohibition, then one of these qualities, for
example, being a foodstuff, would bring under the pro-
hibition apples, also a foodstuff, but would exclude plaster,
whereas the attributes of being measured by volume or
weight (qadr} x and being a genus (jins) would give a
different result. Again, if all the qualities taken together
are considered to be the one single cause of the prohibition,

1 Tech. Diet., p. 1179.